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The Traveler Newsletter has been in the capable hands of editor 
Gary Kinst since October 2005, 15 years! It's been a source of in-
spiration and information for countless Lincoln Highway enthusi-
asts, including myself.  
 
Some years ago, I searched for information on Slippery Ford, the 
famous emigrant crossing near Echo Summit. Information on this 
area was sorely lacking, except for an article in The Traveler! It was 
the only online source that included photos and detailed descrip-
tions of the site. The report was also my first introduction to the 
Lincoln Highway, which followed the Slippery Ford route. Automo-
biles drove down this old wagon trail? That would explain the as-
phalt we encountered at a spot on the road.  
 

Thanks to Gary Kinst and his love of detail, I started reading other issues of The Travel-
er, which are available for viewing here. There is no other online source of early         
California automobile travel that is as detailed and extensive as The Traveler. 

Editing The Traveler has been a labor of love for Gary, as he one of us, a road and trail 

enthusiast who loves to dig deeper into a story and place.  

Trey Pitsenberger 
Editor 

The Rainbow Bridge at Donner Summit, 1927 

Editor’s Page 
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Neil Rodrigues, State   Director for the California Chapter of the Lincoln Highway     
Association, put's it well,  "Gary always held a passion for seizing and documenting 
the Lincoln Highway as it was and is today. Thank you, Gary, for capturing what is 
slowly fading into history."  

(continued from previous page) 

Gary Kinst on the Lincoln Highway 

Gary has decided to "leave on a high note" from editing the Traveler. He will remain 
as our chapter historian, which is excellent news for myself and the organization. His 
knowledge of the old road is invaluable, and we appreciate his staying on as our     
Lincoln Highway "sage." I know he will continue to be a valuable resource for our 
group as we move into the future.  
 
As the new editor of The Traveler, I hope you will join me in wishing Gary the best 
and thanking him for 15 years of dedication to The Lincoln Highway Association and 
The Traveler Newsletter.   



 

 

"Season's 
Greetings LHA 

members! I 
hope everyone 
has a safe and 

healthy 
holiday 

season.” 
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This year has had its ups and downs to challenge us dealing 
with the corona virus. State and Federal guidelines to follow 
has restricted chapter activities this year beginning with      
chapter meetings. January's meeting at the Historic Smith Flat 
House just east of Placerville was the only in person meeting. 
Before the scheduled April meeting board meeting was held via 
phone and it was agreed that the remaining chapter meetings 
would be held on zoom to keep our members safe and healthy. 
April, July & October meetings held via Zoom. Special thanks to 
our Secretary Paulette Johnston for her help coordinating our 
Zoom meetings.  
 
The popular "Clarksville Days" was cancelled annual event held 
during the summer in the gold rush town of Clarksville               
El Dorado County. Historic 1917 concrete section "longest intact 
section of original roadbed in California" the Lincoln Highway 
passes thru making it way to west to San Francisco and east to 
Lake Tahoe.  
 
Illinois National Conference in Joliet was rescheduled next sum-
mer 2021 followed by California National Conference in Folsom-
Sacramento Area following summer 2022. 

Joel Windmiller 
President 

(continued next page) 
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· Illinois Chapter member Jim Garner creating a 1928 reproduction Marker for the 

Western & Eastern Terminus of the Lincoln Highway in the State of Illinois.  Chapter 

sent Jim our set of drawings and photo's to assist Jim with his marker project. Due 

to COVID 19 marker project has been put on hold. 

· Lifetime member Glenn Beck planning a cross-country Lincoln Highway journey 

early spring 2021. Mr. Beck plans to visit all remaining 1928 Lincoln Highway      

concrete markers during his cross country road trip.  

· Robert Paul former highway engineer for Caltrans worked on the Northern Section 
of old US 40 / Lincoln-Victory Highways in the Sierra Nevada Mountains. During 
the years of realigning and widening US 40 crossing the Sierra Nevada. He retired 
to Paradise in the 50s and built the home. He died in the 90s. He planted the    
marker in 1957 in front of pine tree and planted small holly bush in front of it. The 
holly bush grew to 12 feet tall and 6 foot wide hiding the marker 2019 Camp Fire 
burned tree and bush revealing the marker. Current Property owner has moved the 
marker to a undisclosed location.   

· Our current Chapter Historian Gary Kinst due to health issues has resigned as      

editor of our chapter newsletter "The Traveler" but will continue as our chapter his-

torian. Our VP Trey Pitsenberger at the request of the board has accepted to take 

over as editor of the "Traveler"  

With 2021 on the horizon my Christmas wish list for the chapter is after medical 
research has Covid under control and a vaccine has been distributed. Life returns 
to a new normal chapter can return to  meetings in person so everyone can see 
and talk to one another face to face outside at a historic location along the Lincoln 
Highway. 

(Continued from previous page) 
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The main contributor to success in any organization is                        
communication. Our effective communication tool -                        
the Yahoo LHA_CAL_Chapter@Yahoogroups.com email                
distribution list, is going away in December by Yahoo. 
 
FEAR NOT! I have signed the LHA CAL Chapter up to a new (and 
Free) Email Distribution List group called "Groups.io". Our new list 
email address is now: " LHACA@Groups.io " 

 
This is NOT a Social Network so it is a much more serious, safer, and 

a better tool to simply convey directly to association members of happenings in our   
organization. Your email and your information will not be “friended” and will not be 
sold or distributed into the Cyber web… 
 
Once signed up you use the new email address the same way as sending emails – just 
type LHACA@Groups.io into the "TO" line of your email, and your email will be sent out 
to all on the list. Also the LHA CA has a more efficient and simple tool to send out       
important LH information. 
 
BUTT - the list will not work well until we all are signed up!  
We encourage all members to accept this invitation, and others to sign up to help the 
LHA CAL Chapter conveniently share organization information. 

Neil Rodrigues 
State Director 

(continued next page) 

State Directors Report 
The Lincoln Highway and Donner Lake  
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If others wish to sign up, here’s how: 
1) go to www.Groups.io 
2) Click on "Find a Group" - type in the Search entry box: LHACA - then press the Enter 
box to the right. 
3) The LHACA group description displays. 
4) Click on the LHACA title of the group description. 
5) The LHACA Groups.io page displays 
6) At bottom of page - select the button "Apply for membership in this group". 
7) Enter YOUR email address where you wish to receive Lincoln Highway California 
Chapter correspondence. 
8) The Group Moderator (Neil A. Rodrigues) will accept your request. Then you're in!  
 
Again - to use the group, once signed up and accepted - just type LHACA@Groups.io 
into the "TO" line of your email. 
 
REMEMBER - this is NOT a Social Network and completely confidential. 
Please sign up and use this email list to keep in Lincoln Highway touch with our organi-
zation. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Neil A. Rodrigues,  
LHA CAL Director  

(continued from previous page.) 

http://www.Groups.io
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Covid has restricted travel now for the better part of a year.  
But during the summer, when infections settled down for a 
while, we were able to get our US 50, The Lincoln Highway, 
America’s Loneliest Road tour underway.   
 
We left Sacramento September 29th and headed out on I-80 to 
Elko, then on to Ely.  We picked up the old highway and made 
our first big stop at Cherry Creek, the ghost town clinging to 
life, just a couple of miles off the 3rd generation of the Lincoln. 
 

A two night stay in Ely gave us plenty of time to explore.  In McGill, the Rexall Drug 
store closed one day in the 70’s, and never opened again.  Everything on the shelves is 
just the way it was left, all those years ago.  Quite a step back in time.  The “houses of 
ill repute” in Nevada are closed due to Covid, but that didn’t stop us from our tour of 
the Stardust Ranch.  Trust me, ladies who travel are extremely curious about these 
places and the chance to go inside and 
ask questions about the operation is al-
ways a highlight of our travels. 
 
The local circuit court judge is an ama-
teur astrologer.  We enlisted his ser-
vices as a guide of the skies (Ely is one 
of the best places in the US to go star-
gazing, because of its distance from the 
lights of any major cities).  We saw five 
planets, and laughed a lot.  If you ever 
get a speeding ticket in Ely, we know 
the guy who can “fix” it!  

The Loneliest Road Across Nevada 

Mark Hoffmann 

Ely, Nevada 

by Mark Hoffmann 

(continued next page) 
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Traveling the Lincoln from Ely, you 
come to one of my favorite spots on 
the old road.  The town of Eureka 
(pop. 600) is a county seat in boom-
and-bust mining country.  The ups 
and downs have been going on for 
years.  Last time they had money, the 
tourism director at the time, a charac-
ter named Wally Cuchine, got the 
county to restore some of the mag-
nificent buildings in town, including 
the courthouse and the opera   
house.  Eureka is truly one of the 

most unique spots on the Lincoln, and 
well worth an overnight.  Even got to 

say hi to Wally, who is a rural Nevada legend. 
 
Leaving Eureka, we headed to Austin.  For the first time in its 150+ year history, Austin 
is getting sidewalks!  All of the downtown 
stretch of 50/Lincoln was ripped to shreds.  It 
was truly impossible to get into the parking 
lot at the International Hotel, the best 

Our final day of travel included brunch at 
the newly-reopened buffet at the Atlantis 
Hotel (extremely well done and monitored – 
would go back when it’s safer to eat in-
doors).  We stopped into the Nevada State 
Museum in Carson City, to get an over-
view of the state’s people and their      
history.                                                                

Sports Leisure Travelers take up the soda fountain                                 
job at McGill’s Drug Store - everything is just the way 

it was left in 1979 

A socially-distanced picture inside the Eureka 

(continued from previous page) 
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On the way home, I pointed out the old John-

son Pass Road on the summit; and shared the 

story of Mr. Berry, who always had plenty of 

straw for the horses (and even for travelers 

when the rooms at his lodge ran out).  And 

you thought the lodge was named for the 

mountain next to it which certainly looks like 

an upside down strawberry… 

 

Don’t ever try to come home on Hwy 50 on a 

weekend in October, is the Apple Hill lesson I 

remind you of, took a while to get through 

Placerville on an October Sunday afternoon.

…The Clarksville story is one most folks 

don’t know (There’s a town down there?), so 

it makes a great final tale.   

 

In five days, we covered a lot of the 

old road, made some new friend-

ships and renewed some old ones. 

The “Loneliest Road” across Neva-

da and the people along it repre-

sent some of the finest old highway 

travel in these United States.  Long 

Live The Lincoln! 

 

Mark Hoffmann, CTP 

Owner, Sports Leisure Vacations 

 

Our Hotels: 

Elko – Shutters (former Hilton 

Garden Inn) 

Ely – La Quinta Inn & Suites 

Fallon – Holiday Inn Express 

All were satisfactory.  The Shutters in Elko was exceptionally clean and the staff was 

friendly.  It was the best, but would be “return to” hotels for SLV. 
 

The Loneliest Road Across Nevada 

The orange cinnamon rolls at Courtyard Cafe 
and Bakery in Fallon might be one of the old 
highway’s best kept secrets! 

(continued from previous page) 
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With Trey and Monica Pitsenberger 
When the weather changes, and we find ourselves unable to 
reach the high country due to snow and cold, we keep to the 
lower elevations and explore sections of the Lincoln we might 
have missed. Yesterday was a great day to talk a walk along the 
longest remaining section of original Lincoln Highway concrete in 
California, The Clarksville Grade. Located in El Dorado Hills along 
Highway 50, this section had been closed to the public for many 
years. Now the gate is open, and you can ride or walk this histori-
cal section, with 
bike riders being in 

the majority the day 
we went.  

  
 We start at the bottom of the grade 
and park near the church on Tong 
Road. The walk will be a slow, gentle 
climb to the top, where the present 
Highway 50 breached the old road. 
Along the way, we keep our eye's 
peeled to the side of the road, looking 
for "C" monuments, which were state 
highway right of waymarkers. The    
markers, in use since 1914 to 1934,  are    
generally found about fifteen feet from the road's edges and are buried a couple of 
feet into the ground! 

     Monica  and Trey  

Monica point’s to a “C” monument, with the road below. 

(continued next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 

Map of the route, surrounding features, and 17 “C” monuments.  

They can help find and mark new-found 
alignments of the Lincoln Highway. We 
found and recorded 17 of these monu-
ments along this stretch of the 
road.  Here is a link to more information 
concerning “C” monuments.  

We also came upon what we believe is a 
cattle subway or culvert. There is no wa-
ter flowing through it, so we assume it 
was put in sometime after the original 
concrete was poured to facilitate cattle 
moving from one side of the road to the 
other. This is still cattle country, though 
quickly transitioning to suburbia.  

Cattle culvert? Click photo for closer look.  

https://photos.app.goo.gl/MooagYvTPnX7cXeo9
http://bit.ly/3azC1Aw
http://bit.ly/3azC1Aw
file:///C:/Users/trey/OneDrive/Pictures/Screenshots/Cattle subway.png
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(continued from previous page) 

Towards the end of the walk, off the 
Lincoln Highway, is a place that was 
rumored to be a Pony Express stop. 
We assume these stops were right 
on the old trails, so why was this 
place away from the Lincoln High-
way’s path? Typically the original 
1914 route of the Lincoln Highway 
followed existing wagon routes and 
trails. This didn’t seem the case 
here, and then we discovered why. 
There is an older wagon road below 
the path of the Lincoln Highway! 
We noticed the rock retaining walls 
while searching for “C” Monuments 
and immediately climbed down the 
hill to check them out.  An older wagon road below the Lincoln Highway. 

Road is on the left of the row of rocks.  

We talked to residents who drove by, 
and they told us this was an old stage-
coach route passed by the Pony Express 
stop at the top of the hill. We assume 
this is an "older" Old Bass Lake Road that 
was likely the Pony 
Express. This is why 
exploring the Lin-
coln Highway is so 
entertaining. You 
often come upon 
relics from the old-
er days.  Monica on the older road, looking at a rock wall at 

right. Carson Creek is just to her right and down.  (continued next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 

Above  is a map showing Clarksville Grade and surrounding cities. Clarksville is just 
east of El Dorado Hills and West of Placerville on the southern route of The Lincoln 
Highway. Click the map for a larger version.  

The end of the hike and the road. Monica off to the right, looking for “C” monuments. 

file:///C:/Users/trey/OneDrive/Pictures/Screenshots/Clarksville map.png
file:///C:/Users/trey/OneDrive/Pictures/Screenshots/Beginning of Bass lake road.png
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Joel Windmiller * 
Chapter President  
Marker and Membership Chairman  
916-208-9790  
joelwindmiller@att.net 
 
Neil Rodrigues *  
State Director  
Promotional Chairman  
408-374-6288  
neil_rodriques@yahoo.com  
 
Paulette Johnston  * 
Secretary  
916-202-2724  
Pj12thrnte@sbcglobal.net  
 
Gary Kinst  * 
Chapter Historian  
707-374-2568  

 

Trey Pitsenberger  * 
Chapter Vice President  
Field Secretary of Signage  
Newsletter Editor  
530-334-6040  
trey@pitsenberger.com 
 
Grant Gassman  * 
Treasurer  
530-756-5507  
grant.gassman@att.net  
 
Michael Kaelin  
Field Rep/Signage  
209-835-1143  
mkaelinpl8s@yahoo.com  
 
James Lin  
National& State  
Webmaster  
lincolnhwy@jameslin.name  

P.O. Box 447 
Carmichael, CA 95609  

California Chapter LHA Web Site Maintained by James Lin                 
Log in at; http://www.lincolnhighway.org/ca  

* Indicates Board Member 
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A rare photo showing automobiles headed east towards the Southern Pacific snow tunnels 
and the Lincoln Highway subway.  Back in the day, the road was not plowed by the state, so 
Truckee merchants would hand dig the snow in an attempt to get the tourists over the summit 
earlier. Sometimes they would spread soot on the snow to get it to melt faster. That’s the 
black material on the snow we see in the photo!  
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...when you couldn't get across the mountains during winter as the state of Califor-
nia Division of Public Works, now Cal Trans, did not plow the high country. When 
the weather got rough and the road impassible, the Director of Public Works closed 
the highway at Baxter till the spring thaw.  
  
 Truckee and Lake Tahoe's merchants went up to the high country in the spring and 
hand shoveled the snow, so the tourists could get there sooner and spend! ! They 
even tried sprinkling fireplace ash on the snow in an attempt to get it to melt quick-
er. The    Auburn Ski Club had for years plowed their route to their ski run at Cisco. 
One day they invited state representatives to see their work. When the representa-
tives saw the potential and the incredible traffic jam, they decided to plow the 
roads in winter.  

Control gates at Baxter. 



P.O. Box 447 
Carmichael, CA 95609  

 

There’s a lot to see and do on the Lincoln Highway. Whether 
you’re a resident of one of the Lincoln Highway states, a visitor 
or someone interested in learning more about the Lincoln    
Highway, the LHA is for you! Many sections of the right-of-way 
are still in place waiting for you to explore them… 

THE 
CALIFORNIA 

CHAPTER,   
LINCOLN 

HIGHWAY 
ASSOCIATION 

Resources for Lincoln Highway enthusiasts 

(click the link to be taken to the site) 

The Lincoln Highway, your road to adventure! 

To learn more about joining us, click the  
Lincoln Highway logo below. 

Click the above logo to learn more! 

The Lincoln Highway in the Golden State on Facebook. 
 

California Lincoln Highway Association on Facebook 
 

The Lincoln Highway on Facebook 
 

The Lincoln Highway on Donner Summit, a photo collection from 
the Donner Summit Historical Society 

 
Adventures in California History, Lincoln Highway posts 

 
The official Lincoln Highway Map  

https://lincolnhighwayassoc.org/members/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/LincolnHighwayCalifornia
https://www.facebook.com/CaliforniaLincolnHighway
https://www.facebook.com/groups/LincolnHighway/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/188645737@N03/albums/72157715955302041
https://www.flickr.com/photos/188645737@N03/albums/72157715955302041
https://pitsenberger.com/search?q=Lincoln%20Highway
https://lincolnhighwayassoc.org/map/

