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In Memory of Lloyd Johnson 

 

 

 
 

 California Chapter member Lloyd Russell Johnson passed from this earth on February 27, 

2015 after a four month battle with cancer . Lloyd was born in Tracy, California on October 2, 1929 

and went on to gather a BS degree in civil engineering from Oregon State and a MS degree in 

structural engineering from Virginia Tech. With those credentials, Lloyd found a career with 

Caltrans, in their engineering and construction departments,  lasting 45 years. I'm assuming that is 

where Lloyd met another of our past members, Norm Root.  

 When I first became involved in the chapter I noticed that the pair were inseparable. They 

came to meetings together, they scoured the State in search of hidden traces of sections of 

forgotten pavement. They searched for "C" markers and early roads travelled by California pioneers. 

The two of them made an impressive team. It seemed like they were always scooping the new and 

Great finds, so it was extremely rewarding when other members, such as myself, found items they 

had yet to find. Lloyd was an avid railroad historian and was the Chapter's go-to-guy when railroad 

history questions needed answering. Lloyd was an explorer with the Emigrant Trails Group in the El 

Dorado National Forest, finding evidence and mapping trails for the Forest Service. He was also 

active in the Oregon-California Trails Association. 

 In the above photo, I captured this moment with Lloyd while he and I were exploring the 

famous Chinese digging's at Folsom after a April 2010 Chapter meeting. This was just one of many 

times we shared together, as he explained the importance and history of a particular area. I 

remember Lloyd as a quiet man. never seeking attention, but always there to share his knowledge. 

One of the last things that I will always remember was his power point presentation regarding the 

Lincoln Highway in Stockton. So many questions unanswered, so many trails undiscovered.  

Lloyd Johnson, you will truly be missed. 
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Norm Root and Lloyd taking possession of      Norm and Lloyd inspecting the long lost 4th obelisk 

two 1928 markers donated to the Chapter      from the Riverton bridge. The obelisk was discovered 

by Ray Helm of Camino in 2009       in Placerville in 2008 

 

       
 
Bob Dieterich and Lloyd  discuss current  Recent photo of Lloyd measuring an exposed 

affairs and Lincoln Highway history at   slab of Lincoln Highway near Clarksville 

the January, 2014 Chapter meeting held in 

 Woodbridge.  
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January  Chapter Meeting 
 

 The January Chapter meeting was held at Vince's Italian Restaurant in West Sacramento on 

January 10th. Yet another fine turnout as 31 members and guests attended. The meeting was 

preceded by a fabulous lunch from the four item menu and seemed to be to everyone's liking. 

Member Nathan Baluguy (Eagle Scout responsible for installation of two reproduction markers at 

Applegate and Donner Summit) presented two Shuterfly photo books ,that he created, chronicling 

his Eagle Scout project. The two books were presented to Joel Windmiller and Scott Miner for their 

guidance and help with the project. California State Director, Bob Dieterich, reported that Idaho 

member Bill VonTagen contributed $400 towards LH signage. Thank You Bill. Michael Kaelin 

reported on the progress of the Chapters signing project. Stockton is moving forward with additional 

signage and Oakland is on-board to place signs in critical locations along the LH route. Two of those 

being the Hotel Oakland (Control Station) and the wharf at Jack London Square (Creek Route Ferry 

Slip). A report was given by yours truly on the progress of the book we are currently working on for 

Arcadia Publishing "Images of America series". The chapter has decided to author two books to 

properly cover the two Northern routes and the two Southern routes, Sacramento being the center 

point. Obtaining permission to reproduce photos from outside sources is the current stumbling 

block. Current President, Paul Gilger, has opted not to run for re-election due to a job relocation 

outside the US. The Chapter voted to elect VP Joel Windmiller to fill the vacancy and elect Neil 

Rodrigues to the position of VP. All other positions on the Board remain as before.  

 

     
         

Members gathered for lunch prior to meeting.       Joel Windmiller, newly elected President, Neil 

       Rodrigues, newly elected VP and retiring   

                                                                                    President, Paul Gilger discuss agenda 

 

Complete minutes of the meeting are available on the Chapters web site 

www.lincolnhighwayassoc.org.ca. 
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April  Chapter Meeting 

 

 
 
 

Our April Chapter meeting will be held on April 4th at the Pacific Street Cafe in Roseville. Lunch will 

begin at 12:00 noon sharp, in the banquet room, and the meeting will commence at 1:00 pm. and is 

scheduled to end at 3:00pm. Following the meeting we will adjourn to the Carnegie Library/Museum 

for a 15-20 minute presentation on the Roseville Historical Societies archives and library. If time 

permits we will also be able to view the Wye and Sierra Vista Bridge.  

                        Below is a map showing directions from the restaurant to the library. 

 

 
 

                                       (A)  is 301 Lincoln Street      (B) is 557 Lincoln Street 
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The Nut Tree, Vacaville 

  

Arrangements have been made to place one panel in the new Nut Tree shopping center and 

one in the Vacaville Museum. The third panel will either go into storage or be placed at the 

Nut tree airport. 

 

 

Wednesday March 18, 2015 saw the 

end of another roadside icon. The Nut 

Tree sign, along US40/80 in Vacaville, 

which had marked this famous location 

for the past 50 years is no more. Built in 

1964 , under the supervision of local 

Artist Don Birreu, it was one of three 

signs erected to draw motorists off of 

the highway. Constructed of cement, 

covered with crushed marble and green 

glass, it was designed to endure the test 

of time. 
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Members Search (follow-up) 
 

 Chapter member Donn Marinovich of Columbia, CA brought  this photo to the attention of the 

Traveler to confirm the origin of a photo published in the January issue. The previous photo was from 

the American Heritage Magazine of June, 1979. There was no notation as to when that photo was 

taken, though it led to speculation that it captured the monument that was erected shortly after the 

1919 Military Convoy ended its cross country journey here at Lincoln Park. The photo was released for 

publication in February, 1934. 

 

 

 
          

 
      

 

 

 


