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Western Terminus of the

LINCOLN HIGHWAY

ou are standing at the western terminus of the Lincoln Highway. the first direct coast-to-coast highway from

Times Square in New York City to Lincoln Park In San Francisco. It was conceived in 1912 by Carl Fisher (founder of

the Indianapolis Specdway and ploneer developer of Miami Beach) who encouraged manufacturers of autes, tires and
cement fo contribute funds to establish a direct motor-vehicle route, traversing some 3300 miles through twelve states, from the
Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean. Thus, the Lincoln Highway Association was founded in 1913 with headquarters in Detroit
Michigan. Its first president was Henry Joy, president of the Packard Motor Car Company. In July-September 1919, a two-mile-long
LS. Army Transcontinenial Convoy of 56 military vehicles and 209 men “conquered” the Lincoin Highway after a journey of 62
days. Accompanying the convoy was then Lt. Col. Dwight D. Eisenhower who percelved the need for improved highways for both
military and commercial purposes. Thirty-seven years later. President Eisenhower signed the interstate Highway Act of 19
glving birth to the Interstale Highway system which serves our nation so well today. Interstate 80 follows much of the old

Lincoln Highway. Donated By the Calliornia Chaptet of the vay Association September

&
< cmbey 1, 1928, a San Feancisco
Boy Scout Troop positioned the original
ancrete mavker fuss & few feel from
site which read. “Western Terminus
Of The Lincofn Highway.” On june 14,
002 Boy Scout Treop 17 of San
ncisce positioned this replica marker
mbrance of the Lincoln Highway,
« the Main § of the Nation.
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A CONTINUOUS CONNECTING IMPROVED HIGHWAY FROM THE ATLANTIC TO THE PACIFIC

Robert Dieterich, President P.O. Box 2554
California Chapter Fair Oaks, CA 95628
Lincoln Highway Association (916) 967-7680

BobD@iname.com
March 9, 2006

A Letter from your President to California Chapter Members:

Next Chapter Meeting: Noon, April 1, 2006, Folsom

As we discussed at our last meeting, we will hold our next chapter meeting, which is
scheduled for the first Saturday in April, in Folsom. This is on the south (Pioneer)
branch of the Lincoln Highway. | have made arrangements with Yager's Tap House
and Grille for a separate area in the restaurant and we will order lunch off the menu at
noon. A business meeting will follow at approximately 1:00 p.m. Included will be
discussions regarding the status of the Summit Garage and the blockage of the Lincoln
Highway just west of Donner Lake.

Yager's address is 727 Trader Lane. Trader Lane is really nothing more than a parking
lot on the south side of Leidesdorff St which parallels the American River. It is one
block to the north of, and one floor below Sutter St. which is the main street through
Folsom'’s historic district. Yager's is actually half under Sutter St. and is entered from
the parking lot. If you are curious, they have a web site at www.yeagers.com. If you
have any questions, please call. We will be within one block of the Folsom History
Museum and the Folsom Roundhouse.

Terminus Marker Interpretive Plague

Finally, on Saturday morning, February 11, 2006, we installed an interpretive plaque at
the terminus marker in Lincoln Park in San Francisco. (See separate article.) George
Clark has given untold hours of effort and considerable out of pocket expenses for this
project. He also “advanced” the chapter over $600 to fund this project. We still owe this
money to George and | must ask once again for donations. If you can spare $25 (or
whatever seems appropriate to you) please write a check to the LHA California Chapter
and mail it to our PO Box shown above. Remember, all donations are tax deductible.

2006 Tours
Paul Gilger has created a new reservation form for the 2006 tours. It is included in this
newsletter and can be used to make reservations. And, please pass this form on to

anyone you know who might be interested.

Sincerely,
Bob Dieterich



From The Editor

Thank You

The California Chapter would like to thank those groups and individuals
who sent congratulations regarding the Interpretative Plaque ceremony on
February 11th. Special Thanks to Greg Franzwa, Jan Shupert-Arick of the
Indiana Chapter, Sue Jacobson of the lllinois Chapter, John Harmon of the
Ohio Chapter and President Bob Lichty of the Ohio Chapter.

E-Mail

We are currently up-dating our e-mail address book so that we can contact
members in the event of changes to scheduled meetings and to keep you
abreast of current affairs. There are times when we would like to contact
members without having to rely on the Traveler. If you would please take a
moment and e-mail Bob Dieterich at BobD@iname.com it would be most
appreciated.

Summit Garage

It has come to the Chapter’s attention that there is talk of demolishing the
historic Summit Garage in the Altamont Pass, between Tracy and
Livermore, California. If you have ever traveled this section of the Lincoln,
you will know that this is the last remaining structure. All over-crossings
and structures in the area have either been destroyed or removed. We are
not sure at this time of the reasoning behind this move. Mike Kaelin and |
spoke with the lessee, on the way home from the plaque dedication, and
he commented that it is unclear to him whether the property has been sold
or just what the landlord’s intentions are, although he has been notified to
vacate the premises. Mike Kaelin contacted Mr. Tom Egan, whose family
has owned the Altamont property for decades. At first Mr. Egan was very
defensive, until he realized that the LHA was interested only in the
historical significance of the building and not trying to persuade him one
way or the other as to selling. The building is currently being used as an
automotive training facility for local youths who repair and sell donated
vehicles. The property across from the garage is a storage yard, for the
donated vehicles, and borders on being an eyesore. Mike and | felt that
this condition might be what prompted Mr. Egan to serve an eviction
notice. Mike plans to approach the Alameda County Board of Supervisors
to see what can be done. The lessee has offered to have the Garage open
for us on Driving Tour #1 in 2006.

Gary Kinst






