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COVER PHOTO 
 

           This railroad underpass was built in 1910 on the north side of Newcastle. The old State highway, after 

           winding thru Newcastle, passes thru this underpass before merging with Taylor Road on is journey to  

          Auburn. Notice the Lincoln Highway Logo painted on the telephone pole in the cover photo. 
 

                                           
 

BRIAN BUTKOôS BLOG 
 

The Lincoln Highways News web site posted by Brian Butko seems to be the place to look if 

you want to keep current with whatôs happening in Lincoln Highway Land. A February entry 

regarding the Summit Garage, in the Altamont Pass, drew the attention of two grandchildren of 

one of the earliest operators of the Garage. In 1900 a Mr. Egan purchased 3 adjoining parcels at 

the Summit of Altamont Pass. The Summit Garage was erected on the center parcel. Mr. Eaton 

leased / rented the Garage to Frank Towle. His grandchildren Dean Towle and Susie 

Ghandehari reported that he ran the Garage from 1906 until 1914. Dean and Susieôs father, 

Robert Towle married Pearl Armstrong, daughter of Jack and Mabel Armstrong. Bill 

Armstrong Sr. leased the Garage from Mr. Egan in 1927. Bill Sr. was proprietor until 1977 

when Bill Jr. assumed responsibility. The Armstrongôs, whose name still appears on the 

building, retired in 1991.An investigation is underway to determine the relationship of Jack and 

Bill Armstrong. The last property owner, Antoinette Egan, is the great-great granddaughter of 

Robert Livermore, from whom the property was originally purchased. Mr. Al Vieux is the 

current owner.  
 

       
                                                                                                                     Armstrong Family collection 

 



                  

FROM THE EDITOR       
CHAPTER MEETING 

 
The California Chapter met July 12

th
 at Lou LaBonteôs Restaurant in Auburn for itôs quarterly 

meeting. As with our last two meetings there was considerable discussion. Topics discussed 

included Bob Dieterichôs election as the National President along with a recap of the Wyoming 

Conference, the acquisition of 2 original marker posts, the current status of our California 

Driving Tours, the placing of signs along the various routes and developing more member and 

community involvement in the Association. Details of these discussions can be found on the 

Chapters web site. While we were conducting our meeting, our waitress approached Norm and 

handed him an application and a check for membership into the LHA. It appears that we were 

being heard through-out the restaurant and peaked the interest of several patrons, one of which 

was so captivated that she joined on the spot. Our newest member is Teena Miller, a teacher 

from Vallejo, Ca. We provided her with a current copy of the Traveler, explained the benefits 

of the Association and welcomed her aboard. 

  

                                              
            As with all of our meetings we conclude with a short tour of seldom seen sections of the local Lincoln  

Highway. Our host at this meeting was Loretta Powell of Weimar, who along with our trusty scout 

Norm led us into the bushes and brambles to a hidden section of highway between Auburn and 

Bowman. We discovered remnants of the original alignment, long forgotten bridge footings and the site 

of the original Lou LaBonteôs. 
 

     
                  Norm, Loretta Powell, Bob Salinas,                             Location of highway bridge at end of 

                     Lloyd Johnson                                                              Apple lane off Bowman Road 

 



           

 

          CHAPTER MEETING continued 
 

      
 
 Lloyd Johnson and Norm pointing out where the highway once crossed the railroad prior to the  

completion of the underpass on Applegate Road. 

 

 

                           RICK SEBAKôS Lincoln Highway Documentary  

   
I had the pleasure Saturday Sept. 13 of talking with Rick Sebak of PBS television station 

WQED in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Rick and his crew have been traveling the Lincoln 

�+�L�J�K�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���F�R�D�V�W���W�R���F�R�D�V�W���I�L�O�P�L�Q�J���K�L�V���Q�H�Z���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���´�$���5�L�G�H���$�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H���/�L�Qcoln 

�+�L�J�K�Z�D�\���´���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�L�O�O���D�L�U���2�F�W�R�E�H�U������th on PBS. Paul Gilger sent an e-mail requesting any 

help our members might provide in supplying Rick with photos of the Creek Route Ferries 

that transported Lincoln Highway travelers from Oakland to San Francisco between 1913 

and 1927. Photos of the relative ferry slips were also requested. I was able to provide Rick 

with a half dozen scanned photos from books in my collection. Unfortunately they would 

not meet the criteria needed for reproduction into the HD format for his film. As a last 

resort, I submitted a photo of the Golden Bear auto ferry approaching the Berkeley Pier in 

1927, which he hopefully can use. Although not used on the Creek Route it is a close 

representation. Myron Gershenson provided a map of Bay Ferry Routes and a Ferry Ticket. 

Russell Rein contributed a vintage post card of a ferry at San Francisco. 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

Rick Sebak (center) with Dr. Bernard 
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Center in Pittsburgh, PA. while on 

route from San  Francisco to Times 

Square on Piaggio MP3 Scooters 


