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 COVER 
 

In 1915 The Lincoln Highway Association sponsored a motion picture caravan to film the 

highway from New York to San Francisco. The 3-hour (16,000 foot) feature became known as the 

òThree-Mile Picture Showó. This was also the first motion picture film ever taken of an automobile 

trip. Upon reaching the Panama- Pacific Exposition in San Francisco, the film was shown almost 

continually as an enhancement to the panoramic route map and accompanying photos on display. It 

also provided advertising for the cities it passed through. During the return trip east, the film was 

shown in cities and towns that had sponsored itõs financing.  

  The Auto shown on this issues cover is the official Lincoln Highway Car. It appears to be the 

Studebaker driven by J. Meinzinger, and was one of three autos in the caravan. It is pictured 

dipping itsõ wheels in the Pacific Ocean. The Cliff House can be seen in the left of photo while the 

Sutro Mansion sits atop the bluff. The white Stutz touring car shown in the photo below was the 

lead car driven by Henry Ostermann. The car on the right was a Packard luxury touring car used for 

dignitaries.   

       

                                     1915 Motion Picture Caravan at Western Terminus 

 A MESSAGE TO OUR MEMBERS 

Last year I sent out an inquiry asking members if there was any interest in receiving the Traveler 

via e-mail. I received only a hand full of replies. This leads me to the assumption that the majority of 

you wish to receive a hard copy. Several members have responded that they are either uncomfortable 

using a computer, donôt have a computer, donôt trust these new fangled gadgets or simply enjoy reading 

the Traveler in its current form. Therefore we will continue to print the Traveler. As you know, when 

color photos are reproduced in B/W the quality is greatly reduced. I make every effort to have Staples 

print the photos as clear as possible. If you ever need one of the featured photos, I would be happy to 

either mail or e-mail you an original copy. As an incentive for members to respond to Traveler articles, I 

offer the following reward. When you submit an article for the Traveler or suggest a topic for an article, 

your copy of the Traveler will be individually printed on my laser color printer. This way your article 

will be photo quality. 

You may have noticed that several photos have appeared on Brian Butkoôs blog site that 

represent California Chapter activities. In the future, only upcoming events will be posted. This insures 

that YOU will be the first to read articles published in the Traveler. 

Brian Butkoôs blog site is www.lincolnhighwaynews.com. There are also photos from past tours 

and dedications posted at www.flickr.com. Under search, enter Lincoln Highway. A detailed recap of 

chapter meeting minutes can be found on our web site, www.lincolnhighwayassoc.org/ca. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lincolnhighwaynews.com/
http://www.flickr.com/


FROM THE EDITOR 
 

NUT TREE RESTAURANT 

 

                                               

The Chapter held itôs January 2008 meeting at the new Nut Tree complex in Vacaville. The lunch/meeting 

was held at the Fentonôs Creamery. During the business meeting a motion was passed to present the Creamery 

with a Historic Lincoln Highway sign to be displayed with existing Nut Tree photos and memorabilia. 

Chapter president Norm Root is shown presenting sign to Fentons General Manager, Jim Braden. Chapter 

officers were elected and are posted on the back of this issue. After the meeting, attending members drove to 

downtown Vacaville, where Norm gave a tour of the existing LH concrete posts and pointed out their original 

locations. A visit to the Vacaville Historical Museum was next and proved to be quite interesting.The final 

stop was at the location of the famous Vaca Valley Bridge over Alamo Creek. 

.                                                                                 
 

 

 

 



GOODRICH SIGNS 

   

Chapter member Dave Cole from Santa Maria, CA. responded to the photo on the cover of the 

October 2007 issue of the Traveler. Dave who is interested in early 20th century road signs mailed a 

fascinating story regarding the signs in the photo. Dave is a collector of Goodrich Guide Post signs 

and claims this one to be a beauty. Along with his letter, Dave included the above page from a 

1915 Goodrich Central Valley Route Book. I have taken liberty to paraphrase Daveõs letter for your 

reading enjoyment. To follow the story, refer to the previous Travelerõs cover. The three-way sign 

posted by the Auto Club of California is probably the oldest of the three, as the ACC began putting 

up such signs in 1908 but ran out of money a few years later. They all had the same shape ð a 

rectangle with a little point on the end opposite the iron post, and so far as I know, they were 

always black on white boards. I think the earliest ones were just painted, but this one looks like it 

must have been porcelain enamel on steel, judging by the ding that has obliterated part of Lodi on 

the board at the left. Notice that this was not a sign by the Auto Club of Southern California, it was 

the early club founded in March 1900, in San Francisco. Itõs interesting to see that some ACC signs 

were still in use as late as 1916, as the club itself didnõt last much longer than this. 

 

 


