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Road g:jns erected by the Callfornla State Automoblle Assomatmn (1916) and the Auto Club of
California at the intersection of Lower Sacramento Road (Lincoln Highway) and Acampo Road. Th
smaller 4way sign indicates the Tracy Route pointing left and the SagremRoute pointing right.



The following is the cover story from the Séptt 2007 newsletter of the Place
County Museum. Museum Administrator, Melanie Barton, wrote this article.
include it in the Traveler to illustrate that history cannot be attributed to a sil
source, but mst be a comparison of several. Every individual who witnesses
event comes away with his or her own interpretation.

Administrator’s Notes
Melanie Barton

The following article written
by Bob Benefiel appeared in
the Berkshire Genealogist,
Volume 27, Number 1. It
tickled my funny bone even
though it deals with a very
real and ever present
challenge.

An amateur genealogy
researcher discovered
that his great-great uncle,
Remus Starr, a fellow
lacking in character, was
hanged for horse stealing
and train robbery in
Montana in 1889.

The only known
photograph of Remus
shows him standing on
the gallows.

On the back of the
picture is this inscription:
“Remus Starr; horse thief,
sent to Montana
Territorial Prison 1883,
escaped 1887, robbed
the Montana Flyer six
times. Caught by
Pinkerton detectives,
convicted and hanged in
1889.”

In a family history
subsequently written by
his descendant, Remus’
picture is cropped,
scanned in as an
enlarged image, and
edited with image

processing software so
that all that’s seen is a
head shot. The
accompanying revisionist
history states:

“‘Remus Starr was a
famous cowboy in the
Montana Territory. His
business empire grew to
include acquisition of
valuable equestrian
assets and intimate
dealings with the
Montana Railroad.
Beginning in 1883, he
devoted several years of
his life to service at a
government facility, finally
taking leave to resume
his dealings with the
railroad. In 1887, he was
a key player in a vital
investigation run by the
renowned Pinkerton
Detective Agency. In
1889, Remus passed
away during an important
civic function held in his
honor when the platform
upon which he was
standing suddenly
collapsed.”

As the above article clearly
shows, the temptation to
rewrite or revise history can
be hard to resist. The
challenge for all of us is to
present history as accurately
and truthfully as possible.#




FROM THE EDITOR
Elk Grove Dedication

B

The Lincoln Highway

The Lincoln Highway, a coa
Francisco’s Lincoln Park, was an idea whose
America from the clutches of changeabl

and pleasure.
Some thirty yards west of this commemo:
Freeway 99. Historically called the Montere;
to all points throughout our United States.
On this date, October 6, 2007, through the
Highway commemorative marker is dedic
purchase the Commemorative Marker fittingly was provided by the Elk Gro
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The Commerative Marker shown above and located at the site of the historic Elk (
Stage Stop was officially dedicated Saturday October 6, 2007. After the dedicatiol
included several localighitaries, docents from the Elk Grove Historical Society gav
old Hotel and grounds. A barbeque lunch was provided and was enjoyed by mem
California Chapter of the Lincoln Highway Association. Norm Root and Bob Dietel
speakers and presented Anita Peters, of the Historical Society, with two of the ne\
signs. They will be installed on East Stockton Blvd to commerate the Lincoln High

ever in the area, this museum is a must see.

Chapter Tour

After the ElIk Grove dedication and barbeque, Chapter members led by Michael K
toured the LH south to Stockton. The purpose of the tour was to point out the orig
alignment in the Arno and W. Colllierville areas, and to view the proposed planstc
the 1924 LH routing into Stockton, which will involve closing the Hwy 99 ramp to
Wilson Way and closing Newton Road at the north end. Mike has requested to be
to city/contractor planning meetings to present our concerns. Chapter member LIc
Johrson described the original alignment at W. Collier Rd and Norm Root providet
1927 sketch of the original alignment south of the Consumnes River in the Arno a
much of this alignment can still be
Lido, a landmark on North Wilson Way near Weber Ave. Mike has since received
permission, from landowners in the area for our Chapter members to hike the orig
alignment. Below is the proposedakgnment map of the 1927 LH Highway at Arno
just south ofthie Consumes River. Present day Hwy 99 is the dotted line.



