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       The Oakland Rotary Club, with the help of the H.M. Sanborn Company, promoting the 

      planting of 1200 trees along the Lincoln Highway in Alameda County April 3, 1916.  

     Hotel Oakland in background.        
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March 20, 2007 
 
A Letter from your President to California Chapter Members 
 
Next Chapter Meeting:  Banta Inn, April 7, 2007 
 
Mike Kaelin has made arrangements for us to meet in the ñback roomò of the Banta Inn in Banta 
at 12:00 noon on April 7, 2007.  Banta is just east of Tracy.  Coming from the west (Tracy), you 
want to drive east on Grant Line Road about three miles to Banta or follow 11th Street which is 
the main drag through Tracy to Banta Road and then go north to Grant Line.  From the east, exit 
I-5 one exit south of I-205 and then turn right on Grant Line Road at Kasson Corner.  The Banta 
Inn is on the southwest corner of G Street and 7th Street.  If you get lost, try my cell phone 916-
215-1902.  Following the meeting I hope as many of us as possible will caravan up to the 
Summit Garage at Altamont Pass.  We need to show our support for the preservation of this 
historic place along the Lincoln Highway.  Mike Kaelin will fill us in on all the details at our 
meeting. 
 
Election of Officers 
 
At our last meeting in El Dorado Hills near Clarksville, we held the election of officers for 2007.  
Norm Root was elected President and I was elected as our stateôs nomination for State Director 
on the national board.  After a little confusion, and since Norm is unable to make it to our next 
chapter meeting and doesnôt step down from his Directorôs position till the national conference in 
June, I agreed to continue to serve as President until that time.  Our other officers are Paul 
Gilger, Vice President;  Kell Brigan, Treasurer;  Miriam Hull, Secretary;  Gary Kinst, Newsletter 
Editor;  and Jimmy Lin, Webmaster. 
 
New Life Member 
 
I was recently notified that one of our California Chapter members, Rann Schultz of El Cerrito, 
renewed his membership at the Life Member level.  Rann is the 36th member to do so and 
deserves a great big ñthank youò for supporting the Lincoln Highway Association in this manner.  
This comes with all our appreciation, Rann! 
 
Clarksville Tour 
 
We had a turnout of over 100 people for the tour of Clarksville following our last chapter meeting 
on January 6, 2007.  The Clarksville Region Historical Society had been invited to join us, and 
some articles in the local newspaper generated considerable local interest.  There were people 
there who had never heard of the Lincoln Highway before.  See the separate article in this issue 
of the Traveler. 
 
Hope to see you in Banta! 
Bob Dieterich, President, 
California Chapter, Lincoln Highway Association  
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Cycle Racing takes to the LINCOLN HIGHWAY 
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Tour of Historic Clarksville 
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Stage 3 of the 7 stage ñTour of Californiaò, 

Californiaôs version of the Tour de France, 

entered Tracy Thursday February 22 at 

11:30am. 140+ World - Class cyclists passed 

this intersection of Corral Hollow Rd. and 

Byron Rd. in less than 60 seconds. Upon 

turning west on Byron Road, they followed the 

route of the Lincoln Highway 7.4 miles before 

turning off Patterson Pass Rd. onto Midway 

Rd. just west of Mountain House. 
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Following our January 6 Chapter meeting in El Dorado Hills we were treated to a behind the gate 

tour of the Lincoln Highway as it passed through the historic town of Clarksville, which dates back 

to the 1849 Gold Rush. Our tour began on the bridge over Carson Creek. (No. 1) Mr. Jim Brunello 

(No. 2) told the story of his Great Grandfather building the bridge in 1918.Jim and his partner Ken 

Wilkinson are the new owners of the town of Clarksville including the Tong Ranch. Mrs. Madeline 

Mosley (No. 3) assumed the position of Tour Guide at this point and led us on a building- by -

building walk up the grade into the town of Clarksville. (No. 4) Having lived her entire life in this 

small hamlet she is exceptionally knowledgeable about its history. Her mother and father owned a 

service station and store here on the Lincoln Highway.  Just down Hwy. 50 from this location on the 

Sacramento ï Placerville Stage Road was the Historic Mormon Tavern dating to 1848. Many local 

residents and history buffs joined us on the tour as the event was publicized in the local paper. 

Members of the El Dorado Historical Society also turned out adding to the throng of near 100 

gathered at the bridge. Mr. Noah Briel opened the gates on either end of Old Bass Lake Road and 

allowed those interested to drive the1917 segment of Lincoln Highway. (No. 5) This section of 

Highway was featured in Volume 6 No. 3 of the Traveler. While on this section Lloyd Johnson, our 

Sacramento based Highway Historian, walked us down the bank between the Lincoln and Carson 

Creek to a section of the Giles Toll Road. A Mr.Tong who closed the road forcing travelers to use 

his road through Clarksville purchased this wagon road. Car in photo (No. 6) is parked on the 

Highway. Plans are in the works to keep this area, and especially the Lincoln, safe from future 

development.   

  

 

Look What I Found 
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Richard Lenfestey of Valley Springs displays his 

acquisition at the 4
h
 Annual Escalon Gas Bash March 

10
th
. Richard was there with fellow collector Dave 

Cross who is a friend of our El Dorado member, Bart 

Magoffin, another avid sign collector. This was one of 

two Lincoln Highway signs sold at the Bash. It is very 

rare to find one of these signs, let alone two. What did 

Richard pay? Welléé.. thatôs a collectors secret. 



 

 

 

 Another LINCOLN HIGHWAY ICON is LOST 
 

                       
 

The 1917 Tracy High School building seen in the above photo with the Lincoln Highway in 

foreground was leveled on October 21, 2006.The structure had been vacant for several years, as it 

would not meet earthquake standards. The Westside Pioneers along with the Tracy Historic 

Landmark Committee fought hard to have the building retrofitted and kept original, but due to how it 

was initially constructed that was not possible. The new building will have a frontal facade that will 

mirror the original structure.  

 

 

Altamont and the Summit Garage 
 

   

 

 

The Lincoln Highway Tire 
At the January Chapter meeting a friend of Richard Richmond brought a tire manufactured by the 

Lincoln Highway Tire Company to share with the members and to inquire about its history. The 

Lincoln Highway Tire Companyôs factory and offices were located on the northeast corner of 4
th
 St. 

(Lincoln Way) and 10
th
 Ave. in Fulton, Illinois from 1916-1923. The Lyons/Fulton Bridge over the 

Mississippi River could be seen from the factory. The 1924 Lincoln Highway Guide Book shows it 

on the map on page 330. The word India appears on the tire and refers to the type of rubber used 

during that time to produce tires and rubber balls. 
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Michael Kaelin has officially applied for the  

required documents initating the process of having 

the Summit Garage designated a Historic Building. 

He is also attempting to have Altamont and the 

Altamont Pass corridor deemed a Historical Site. We 

have strong support from Alameda County, The 

Livermore Heritage Guild and from the local State 

Representative. We are hoping for the replacement 

of the sign in photo along with the addition of LH 

signage.  

 

 


