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                        Norm Root scouting 1915 Lincoln Highway  north of Clarksville 
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A CONTINUOUS CONNECTING IMPROVED HIGHWAY FROM THE ATLANTIC TO THE PACIFIC 

 
Robert Dieterich, President P.O. Box 2554 
California Chapter Fair Oaks, CA 95628 
Lincoln Highway Association (916) 967-7680 
 BobD@iname.com 
June 28, 2005 
 
A Letter from your President to California Chapter Lincoln Highway Association Members: 
 
Next Chapter Meeting August 6, 2005 
 
Iôve made arrangements for our next chapter meeting to be held at the Valencia Club in Penryn.  Penryn 
is northeast of Sacramento, just west of Newcastle and east of Loomis.  It is reached easiest by exiting 
I-80 at the Penryn Road exit.  Go north about ½ mile, then turn right (east) on Taylor Road and drive 
another ½ mile.  The Valencia Club is located on Taylor Road in Penryn at the corner of English Colony 
Road which comes up from the town of Penryn.  It is across the intersection from the Griffith Quarry.  
Taylor Road is US 40 which replaced the Lincoln Highway which came up English Colony Road, looped 
around the Valencia Club (which post dates the Lincoln), and continued east on Sisley Road.  We will 
have a separate room and can order lunch from the menu at 12:00 p.m. and our meeting to start at 1:00 
p.m.  There is a separate door to the restaurant located on the west side of the building. 
 
Ely Conference 
 
We were well represented at the Ely conference.  This conference had the largest attendance of any 
conference to date with over 170 members registered.  We were certainly out in the middle of nowhere 
and the desert really preserves old gravel roads well.  Those of us who attended will talk about the events 
at our chapter meeting. 
 
California Awards 
 
We should all be proud with the number of national awards we walked away with from the conference.  
First, Norm Root accepted a Certificate of Appreciation for his and our chapterôs work on the Lincoln 
Highway bridge railings presently located in a rest stop on I-80 just west of Reno.  Then I was pleasantly 
surprised and honored to accept the ñExemplary Friend of the Highway Awardò on behalf of our chapter 
for our work preserving the Orangevale Bridge in Folsom.  Finally, I was called back to accept the 
ñMember of the Yearò award.  These awards represent a lot of work on the part of our membersðtoo 
many to recognize here.  I want to thank all of you who have helped in your own ways on so many 
projects.  You are a great group to work with. 
 
The Lincoln Highway: California by Greg Franzwa 
 
I was privileged to have Greg Franzwa and his wife Kathy spend two weeks with my wife and I while we 
researched his sixth book in his state by state series on the Lincoln Highway.  We met many interesting 
people along the way.  One was John Hannum who manages the Echo Summit Lodge Trust.  He has 
joined the Lincoln Highway Association which opens the door for us to have a chapter meeting up there.  
Greg hopes to publish his California book by the end of this year. 
 
Western Nevada Chapter 
 
While in Ely, I discussed with Geno Oliver and Leon Schegg the idea of holding a joint chapter meeting 
with the Western Nevada chapter.  They were enthusiastic about this and suggested the Donner Ski 
Ranch as an ideal location.  The Echo Summit Lodge would also be a great place but we would have to 
bring our own lunches.  We can discuss this further at our next meeting. 
 
Bob Dieterich, President, California Chapter Lincoln Highway Association  
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

        FROM THE EDITOR 

 
 For those lucky individuals who participated in the Chapters Southern Sierra Tour 

 # 2, a rare opportunity presented itself. With the aid of Bob Dieterich and Paul  

Gilger, permission was obtained to access a section of the 1915 Lincoln Highway  

which had previously been locked on private property. This Alignment ran through 

Clarksville, under present Hwy 50, up and around a hill and back under Hwy 50 to  

the intersection with Bass Lake Road. With the aid of our trusty Trailblazer  

(Norm Root) we discovered 4 C-Markers on the old alignment. , Mr. Noah Briel  

Whose ranch the highway traverses, is hoping to make use of this segment as a 

bike/hiking path to a near-by church. 
 

 
                                                                                         KINST PHOTO 2005 

 

 Hwy 50 can be seen crossing center of photo as Norm heads to Clarksville. The 

highway passed to the right of the barn before entering Clarksville, which is directly 

ahead of Norm. This section of Highway, in El Dorado Co., was paved in 1920 and  

 was constructed 12-foot wide x 4-inch thick using Portland cement concrete. The  

  3-foot x 4-inch rock borders were added in 1929.   

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
                                                  PHOTO COURTESY OF CALTRANS 

                        

This photo dated 1914 shows grading in progress on Bass Lake Road. Grading was      

accomplished from 1914-1915. The paving contract was let in 1917 with the project 

being completed in 1920. All work on the highway was performed by convict labor. The 

new, and current, Hwy 50 route, which replaced this section of Lincoln Highway, was 

built in 1940. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                
            

                                                                                                                                                PHOTO COURTESY OF CALTRANS 
                    Paving in progress 1917-1918 on the Sacramento Co. section  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


