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This issue of the TRAVELER is dedicated to the memory of Mr. Wesley Hammond. It is my hope that

| can carry on the tradition set forth by Mr. Hammond, and continue to provide an interesting newsletter,
filledwithcurent news and Lincoln Highway history. The #fA°
members look forward to receiving quarterly and it makes the trip to the mail box a special occasion. |
also encourage members to write anail with questions about topicseyhwould like to see in their

newsletter. Please feel free to submit articles that you are interested in that would prove interesting to
fellow members. Old photos are especially welcome to provide a glimpse into the past, and as a visual
comparison to té current condition of the highway.

Wesley Hammond

Born February 12, 1926 Auburn, CA.

Spent childhood in Irvington, CA.

Married with seven children and seven grandchildre
Photographer, Historian and Free Langriter
Member Lincoln Highway Association since 1999
Editor of ATHE TRAVELER
Passed from this life July 14, 2003
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A CONTINUOUS CONNECTING IMPROVED HIGHWAY FROM THE ATLANTIC TO THE PACIFIC

Robert Dieterich, President P.O. Box 2554
California Chapter Fair Oaks, CA 95628
Lincoln Highway Association (916) 967-7680

BobD@iname.com
March 19, 2005

California Chapter Lincoln Highway Association Members:
The Traveler

First, a great big round of applause and a whole lot of thanks to Gary Kinst who volunteered to tackle our
chapter newsletter, the Traveler. Publication of the Traveler has been an on-again, off-again project
since the passing of Wes Hammond. His efforts have been hard to follow. However, as you can see,
Gary has done a terrific job. Publishing the Traveler is no easy task. It not only involves writing and
editing the articles, but there is also the copying, stapling, folding, sealing, addressing, and stamping
which can take most of a weekend. Thank you, Gary!!!

Chapter Meeting April 16, 2005

Paul Gilger has set up our next chapter meeting at the Rockville Inn. This inn is in Rockville on the old
Lincoln Highway at the intersection of Rockville Road and Suisun Valley Road. If you exit I-80 at Cordelia
Junction, Rockville is only about 1.5 miles northeast on Suisun Valley Road. Or, if you exit 1-80 in
Fairfield, Rockville is about three miles west on Rockville Road which is the Lincoln Highway. Lunch will
be at noon and we will order from a limited menu. The meeting will start at approximately 1:00 p.m.
George Clark has volunteered to present a discussion on the various highways, such as the Victory and
Midland, that existed at the same time as the Lincoln, and the importance of each.

Gold Creek (Orangevale Avenue) Bridge Update

Last fall | was informed by the Folsom Heritage Preservation League that the City of Folsom was planning
to remove this bridge on the Lincoln Highway (Orangevale Avenue just west of its intersection with
Greenback Lane) and replace it with a wider structure. The city was going to make a Negative
Declaration and approve this project without the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report. After

l earning of the Lincoln Highway Associationo6s i
though promised, | was never invited to participate in the preparation of the draft report, and was not
informed of its publication until well after the fact.

Thanks to LHA members across the country, the staff was flooded with comments at the last minute, and
the City Planning Commission decided to not make a recommendation to the City Council. The City
Council was to meet near the end of January to approve this project, but the staff has been overwhelmed
responding to all the comments and incorporating them into a Final Environmental Report. The earliest
the City Council will meet on this project is near the end of April.

During this time, Lloyd Johnson and Norm Root prepared an excellent letter, which was signed by the
President of the Folsom Heritage Preservation League and myself, requesting the California Department
of Transportation to reevaluate this bridge for eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic

Pl aces. Just this morning I received their con
distinctive example of an open spandrel, concrete arch bridge and as the oldest unaltered roadway bridge
in Sacramento County. O Under the National Envir

same as being on the list and places the same requirements on the City of Folsom. Now they will have to
start all over and comply with the federal standards required for structures in the National Register of
Historic Places. We will have to wait and see if they are willing to pursue this any further. If anyone has
any qgquestions, donodt hesitate to caltermeetingwr i t e.
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A CONTINUOUS CONNECTING IMPROVED HIGHWAY FROM THE ATLANTIC TO THE PACIFIC

Norman Root 3922 Aberdeen Way
California State Director Sacramento, CA 9582
Lincoln Highway Association (916) 4838669

norman_root@yahoo.cor

January 26, 2005

The California Chapter of the Lincoln Highway Association has instructed me to
let you know that we feel the draft study that was circulated last July was one of
the best Lincoln Highway descriptors we've ever seen. The report is very
objective and realistic. We are very pleased with your efforts and concur whole
heartedly with your preferred alternative.

We believe that most of the rest of the Association feels the same way we do.
There will be a change in officers in mid June at which time the Chapters will be
able to speak freely as we are doing now.

Norman F. Root



National Conference Report
By Norman Root

Norman Root from Sacramento, Bob Dieterich from Fair Oaks, and Ed Freumeg from Sun Valley
represented California at the Lincoln Highway Association National Conference in Chester, West
Virginia, June 1619, 2004.

Bob and | were both impressed with the greenery of western Pennsylvania as seen from the
airplane on the appoach into Pittsburgh. Limo service from the airport was provided by the
conference. But my plane was held on the ground in Chicago due to east coast weather. So | was
afraid | would miss the ride. However, everyone else was late too, so we all arrpmetty much at

the same time. The only anxious person was the limo driver who had to pace the airport all
afternoon wondering where his passengers were.

My obligation as State Director is to attend the annual Board meeting the previous day. As usual,

we went way into the evening. At the time, everything on the agenda seemed important, but as |

think back on it, the only business | can remember are two actions that took place after 10:00
odbclock that night. 1) The PRPassMomumeattprojechwititah o s e t
$2500 contribution from the never before used lifetime membership fund. 2) Heard a report about

the National Park Service study report which was just released a few days before, and not yet

printed. The reporter was the onlgerson who had seen a preview copy. So we got a very biased

and opinionated review. | 6ve since received a
portrayed. | dm about half way through reading
The rest of the conference was really fun, and

Thursday, the first full conference day, was a tour westerly into Ohio. But first a stop at the giant

Tea Pot in Chester, West Virginia. This is where the conferencaugrphoto was taken. This site is

not to be confused with the giant coffee pot th
Pennsylvania. The tea pot was originally a root beer barrel. The tea pot signifies that Chester, West
Virginia and East Liverpool, Gy across the river are famous for dish ware manufacturing.
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Conference group in front of the Tea Pot at Chester, West Virginia

The highlights along the Lincolilighway in this part of Ohio included the Henry
Osterman gravesite in East Liverpool and Fr ar
Akron was the center for the manufacture of automobile tires.

The tour of the Seiberling home and estate is reminisceat the Hearst Castle here
in California. The home is loaded with European artifacts scavenged from
monasteries and castles around the turn of the last century, when it appears that
that was a popular sport of the rich and famous. Hearst Castle is stibout four or
times the size of the Seiberling estate.

Friday was spent with plenary sessions back at the Mountaineer Resort. The one
that | remember best was a video presentation about the 90Anniversary cross
country tour along the Lincoln Highwajast summer, in 2003.

Saturday was another day of touring the Lincoln Highway, this time easterly into

Pennsylvania. The first stop was at the Point of Beginning survey marker where the

United States began measuri nghb ®aingadivhe nati oniq
engineer, this stop was especially inspiring to me. The original survey was to

establish the Pennsylvani@hio state line. Civilization was to be to the east in

Pennsylvania and the wilderness to the west in Ohio.

| was intrigued by tle geology of this area as the Lincoln Highway wound its way
towards Pittsburgh. There are many deep narrow glacier carved hollows that are
now spanned by numerous bridges. Being a bridge guy, | was in my element.
From atop Mount Washington, we looked @m upon the three rivers of Pittsburgh.
What three rivers? | only see two. Well it turns out that where the Allegheny and
Monongahela Rivers join, that is the beginning of the Ohio River, hence, three
rivers. There are numerous bridges crossing the #w& rivers, hence Pittsburgh is



known as the city of bridges. Heck, | thought Portland, Oregon, was the city of

bri dges. I havendét taken an inventory to det
though. Earlier in the day we had toured the Westimguse Bridge. This is a

huge, magnificent open spandrel concrete arch bridge. | was asked if we

have them this big in California. | bragged that Westinghouse is almost as big

as the Bixby Creek and Arroyo Seco Bridges. Wow, what a lie. | hope my nose

doesndét start growing.

This perfect day ended with a sunset dinner
aboard the Gateway Clipperiver cruise ship.
As the tour bus dropped back into the Ohio
Valley at Chester, fireworks burst in the sky.
Wow! These Ohio and Pennsylvania Lincoln
Highwayfolks really know how to finish off a
fantastic conference. Later, we learned that
the fireworks were compliments of the
Pottery Festival across the river in East
Liverpool.

Norm and Bob boarding the Gateway Clipper. Fort Pitt
Bridgein the background.




Once in a Life Time Chance
By Norman Root

Near the beginning of the Second World War, the Unit8tates Army fenced offiifty miles of the
Lincoln Highway across Utah, and hardly anyone has been allowed onto the property since.

Last October, the Utah Chapter of the Lincoln Highway Association offered a bus tour of the Lincoln
Highway across the secret ititary Dugway Proving Grounds WOW! Thatdés a once
opportunity. | sure would like to do that. But how do | convince my wife that my well being for the
remainder of my life depends on this trip? Time wore on and | thought and thought abibubut

still no guts to tell my wife. Then | learned that Paul Gilger and Bob Dieterich wanted to go too. In

fact, Bob had already bought a plane ticket and got a motel room. The word was out that there was

Il i mi ted space on t hyourbesesvationsimearly.oSo bcdlleddUtah ané asked i t
any room was | eft. 't was! But 1 6d better get
fast. So | finally had to bite the bullet and tell my wife. Donning my protective armorrefally and
diplomatically broached the subject. | ducked, waiting for the tirade, but the diplomacy must have
worked. She said O.K. Maybe it was the great progress | had made during the past week whittling
down the OHoney Do Ldscenfraitatiom preparation for th

So | called Paul Gilger to see i f he would I|ike
was trying to form a car pool. So | called Clark, but he only wanted to go one way. He was going to
continue on east afterthetour.L at er on, Cl ark found out he coul
money back.

| checked Price Line to see how much a plane ticket will cost. Would you believe it? The very flight
that Bob is on was the featured discount flight including my choiceloflging. How lucky could | be?
| kept checking Price Line for the next week, and when time became dangerously low | took the

pl unge. I went through all the screens on | ine
nowo, I clicke@hen themebubhteorrror message; Ot he
$100 mor e. Boy, those stinkers. So thatds how
at the last screen the real price appears. What a low thing to do. | went back to thgibaing to
verify the discount offer. WHAT! Where is it?
was placing an order. That s what procrastinat
Oh well, the advantages of flying with Bob were still overwhelming. Mayleuld bum a free ride

to the airport, check into his motel, heds got
and even take me to the tour bus early the next morning. And maybe | can talk him into taking me

back to the airport the day aftet he t our . Heds using up frequent

another day after | go home.

Now, except for the extra hundred bucks | had to spend, everything worked out fine. Good old Bob
hauled me around wherever | wanted to go. In fact, afteewyot checked into our motel he
suggested that we scope the town and find out w
morning. Not only did we figure out how to get to the bus pick up point, but he then suggested that

we do a little more looking eound. He suggested Park City where the Winter Olympics had been

hel d. Park City reminded me of the Colorado RO
surrounded by steep mountains much belied by the bare desert like terrain leading up to it.obp

returning to the interstatefreeway, we turned right towards Echo.



We could see the old Lincoln Highway meandering back and forth across the freeway as we
progressed. Continuing easterly up Echo Canyon we stopped at a few places to examsitalevi
fragments of the old Lincoln. In fact this short drive around town took us clear into Evanston,
Wyoming before we turned around. On the way back down Echo Canyon we actually drove on the
old Lincoln Highway. It had turned dark on the way down and missed the Echo turn in the dark
and went all the way to Henefer before we could find a turnaround spot in the dark
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Par k Ci t icI Hihway in Echo Canyon

The next morning we arose early to meet the bus before dawn. There was Clark Wood! | thought he
coul dnot make it. Maybe they wouldndt refund h
work on Friday afternon and driven all night to meet the bus in Salt Lake City. Also, Rodney

Angove and Lee Smith boarded the bus. So we had five Californians on the tour. As it turns out,

OCTA also had a tour that same day and their bus was picking people up at the samet@ the

same time. After a little shuffling of passengers we think everyone finally got on their correct bus so

we took off.

We headed west on Interstate 80 to intercept the old road down Skull Valley. Several beach lines
of ancient Lake Bonnevillendicating where the inland sea paused over the millennia as its waters
receded, line the surrounding mountains. As we passed Saltair, | noted that the Lake is way down.
The Saltair beach resort was high and dry, the water shore was way out there. Thetime |

passed this way the Lake was at an all time high. Saltair was deep in water and the waves were
lapping up against the freeway embankment. The later alignments of the Lincoln Highway are
visible from Interstate 80. Then down Skull Valley thead approximates the earliest Lincoln
Highway alignment. Near the Southern end of Skull Valley we met another Lincoln Highway

alignment coming over the mountains from Tooel e
The first stopwasaOr r 8 s . IRmnalhl t he pictures | dve seen, O
homestead along side the road, way out in the middle of nowhere. Well it is way out near nowhere

alright, but itds a desert oasis and you have t
Descendants of the Orrs stildl l'ive here. There

to operate three irrigation wheel lines. The picturesque old log building which was really an open

faced barn like affair with closed living quarter rous at each end is now a sort of family museum

sitting in the front yard of their more modern house. And like modern museum gift shops, the
grandchil dren were happy to sel/l us Orrds Ranch
cabin belieitsred age. It looks to be a few hundred ye
a hundred.



Gee, my Siskiyou County ranch house in Californ
concrete Lincoln Highway marker post plantecemt to the cabin. | believe that marker was given to

them by Joe Nardone of Pony Express Trail fame. Joe got that marker back in Ohio when he was a
teenager. Bob Ausberger of lowa thinks Orrods F
LincolnHighway.

Orrds ol d Ranch House Orrds Ranch in 1918

After a delightful visit we reboarded the bus and headed towar@agway A big husky soler

wearing full camo battle gear boarded the bus at the gate. Holding his-AKat the ready, he

reminded us to stow our cameras. Everyone readily complied. The official base public relations
officer also boarded to act as tour guide. She was lessimidating, petit to medium, wearing civies
and no AK47. A couple of former Lincoln Highway alignments can be seen from the bus. The first
stop is atGovernment Creek Bridge Now this really is a primitive bridge, built for the Lincoln
Highway. It look pretty fragile, made of small diameter, irregular, sun bleached wooden logs.

There is a really nice interpretive sign here. It turns out that this bridge is the only bridge on the
entire Lincoln Highway that has been designated a historical site on thederal Register. As we
walked away, Jess Peterson told me that the Federal Register Historic Designation was the result of
Lyn Protteauds efforts. I dondt know how Lyn
existed, but it really made me pro d . She was Californiads first
were allowed to walk on the bridge. In fact, the base tour guide took our pictures on the bridge.
She can take pictures, but we candt .

cn O



